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ALLIED ARTISTS 
VICTOR MATURE RED BUTTONS 
RHONDA FLEMING 
IRWIN ALLENS 
Production of 
“THE BIG CIRCUS” 
KATHRYN GRANT ` VINCENT PRICE 


PETER LORRE DAVID NELSON 
And Co-Starring 
GILBERT ROLAND | Med 
as the Aerialist | Y: 
In CINEMASCOPE * and TECHNICOLOR " | = T 
Produced by Irwin Allen 


Directed by Joseph M. Newman 
Screenplay by Irwin Allen, Charles Bennett, and Irving Wallace 
Based on a story by Irwin Allen 


fa, 


— 


Whirling's big circus gets into ruinous 
financial difficulties... 





And enlists the aid of a banker and a The show continues to be mysteriously 
girl publicist. plagued with disasters . . . 





And everyone in the circus becomes a 
suspect. 


But an act of heroism again brings 
fame and security to the big top. 





| T Š 8 Zb SE 4 Te Ee? sala ONE MORNING , ON ONE OE 
TE 3 ره‎ U | [| NEW YORK CITY'S BUSIEST 


STREETS, HENRY JASPER 
WHIRLING ARRIVES IN 


FRONT OF A LARGE AND 
STATELY BANKING 
INSTITLITION..- 


1 GIL | IT? ` == : % = TU - 
Jr | 
WAIT HEZE ! KEEP Y “GOOD LUCK: 
HE MUSIC GOING! JM. BOSS! 
HIS SHOULDNT fii = 
TAKE LONG! 


ምረ 


LOOK AT THAT, MS ーー 
WILL YOLI / CRAZIEST Ug? 
SIGHT IVE EVEE SEEN! 

ITS A CIECUS WAGON 7 


TM SOCY, ) HENRY JASPER Wa | GOOD MORNING, I AM! AND JUDGING 

SIP... VOL WHIRLING TO SEE | GENTLEMEN / By YOUR UNUSUAL | 

et GO AKT, NELSON / WHICH ONE OF ENTRANCE SOU ARE 
IN 一 А 


WOLI IS ME. MR WHIRLING / 
NELSON = 
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THAT'S RIGHT! HANK WHIRLING , OWNER 
| OF THE BIGGEST SHOW ON EARTH! NOW 

| SUPPOSE WE GET RIGHT DOWN TO 

| BUSINESS ON THE LOAN I ASKED For! 


WENE DISCLISSED 
IT AT LENGTH. 
ge WHIP LIN... 


WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE PREVIOUSLY | 
COMBINED ĊIRCUSES OF WHIRLING AND 
BORMAN” HAVE NOW BECO 
INDEPENDENT SHOWS, AND 
THAT YOUR CIRCUS IS NOW 
IN WINTER QUARTERS 
CALIFORNIA , READY FOR 
| TOURING IN A WEEK / 


























YOL ARE A RATHER NOTORIOUS 
PERSON, ME. WHIRLING... ONE OF 
THE MOST RECKLESS SPENDERS , 
IN EXISTENCE / 










TIME ፊ WILL HELP YOu FEELING TIM 
MAKE THE DECISIONS / GOING TO HAVE 
ON HOW IT T WER N EG TROUBLE 












АРЕ \ WITH THIS 
Jd ጐ ۷ PACKED De I'M READY | BANKER, 
SPEND MONEY i. 






TO LEAVE FELLOW’ | 





TO MAKE IT / 


ል FEW DAYS LATER, AT WHIRLING/S 5 WINTER QUARTERS IN CALIFORNIA... 


l^ THERE IT IS, SHERMAN? “ን” SUBJECT TO | 
THE BIGGEST SHOW ON EARTH / CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS, 
پ‎ AND T'S ALL MINE / : Mig. WHIRL! "NG 




























ል TEMPORARY 
CONDITION 1'D CLOWN HAS 
LIKE To FORGET, / ALREADY MET , 
A MISS HARRISON! |: 


MISS HARPISON: zJ NOUR NEW PRESS 
WHO'S SHEF? | AGENT: ME WHIRLING: 





ME / Т ED 
MORNING WITH SOME 
OF YOUR PERFORMERS’ 


OT NOW! TIVE 
GOT AUDITIONS 
AND REHEARSALS 


LESS YOU 
"BOING TO MANDLE 
| THAT, TOO 


A WOMAN PRESS AGENT! | 
T WON'T HAVE IT? 1 our OF AUR ° 
FEMALE HAS EV HANDS, MR. 
PUBLICIZED My で JCUS7 WHIRLING! THE | 
ANYWAy,I DO THE 3 BANK ALITHORIZED 
HIRING AROUND FORE: ' ME TO ENGAGE 
MISS HARRISON... | 
| SHE'S THE BEST 

AVAILABLE / 





THE CLOWN SKEETER , OFFERS TO SHOW RANDY SHERMAN AROUND THE CIRCUS... 


“THE RINGMASTER IS HANS ۷ ID Never REALIZED 
HAGENFELD! HE'S THE BEST THEZE WAS SO MLICH 
IN THE BUSINESS? —_ M. TO A CIRCUS: 


THOSE ARE THE ያ MAKES ME WW HANS, MEET GLAD TO KNOW | 
FLYING COLINOS. $ DIZZY JUST ጐ፦” | KANDY SHERMAN! YOu ,ME SHERMAN! | 
ZACH AND MAMA WATCHING Jip | WHATS Your 
COLINO, AND TOMMY THE Ай, TA ACTF 
GORDON , THE 

5 CATCHER "ore 













| AND SPEAKING OF | 
GET TO WORK.. 
THERE'S A LOT "OF | 
PAPERWORK IN y 
GETTING THINGS A 

SET UP / OI 


Me, SHERMANIS 
ል JLIGGLER ers 
OF FIGURES / 



















WHATIS 


$74 HAD IT. RANDY! | 
WRONG 2 


THESE LAST THEEE 
DAYS HAVE C. CONVINCED 


ME WHY THE - 
IS ۷٧ PANE INGTITIITION ! | 














OH, EXCUSE ME.. | COME ON IN! 
|| Et DIDN'T KNOW | 1 DON'T BELIEVE 
| VOU WERE WITH ፈ WENE MET... . 


| EVERYTHING! HOW CAN I HANDLE 
PUBLICITY FOR WHIRLING WHEN 
HE DOES IT FOR ME Z EVERYTHING 
I TRY TO DO THAT'S CONSTRUCTIVE 
| OF TASTEFUL, HE 7Z2AMDLES ON! . 


SOMEONE ME, 
| SHERMAN / 


| EASY NOW, HELEN... 
CALM DOWN. J 





| FOR TOMORROW J THAT DID IT! A PRESS 
NIGHT'S PRESS / PARTY__AND THE 
| PRESS AGENT DOESN'T 
. EVEN KNOW ABOUT IT! ` 


I'M JEANNIE , YOUR NEW | 
SECRETARY JUST APPOINTED 
BY HANK WHIRLING د‎ HE WANTS 
YOU TO OKAY THIS BUPGET/ ` 


WHAT À 
` BUDGET = 





I'M GOING TO TELL | SOUNDS LIKE I DON'T BLAME HER? TWO JUMPS 
| HANK WHIRLING SHE'S ANGRY... | | AHEAD oF BANKRUPTCY AND HE'S 
JUST WHAT I THINK hu ———-] | PLANNING ል PARTY! IS WHIRLING | 
OF HIM/ | COMPLETELY OUT OF HIS MIND = , 


T DON'T THINK 


(e, SHERMAN / m | 
መመ , EE ey) М | 













OF COURSE MAYBE I'M 
PREJUDICED... YOU SEE, , 


| Two NIGHTS LATER... 
HE'S MY BROTHER / 


MAYBE THIS WASN'T 
SUCH = BAD IDEA 
AFTER ALL... 











( TIME WILL Y 
; ТЕЁ EI ۱ 


| Your ^ 
BROTHER 2 


UST WANT TO SAY ims GREAT TO SEE YOU ALL HERE.. UUReAYYY: ታች 

| > IQ HAVE YOU WITH US AT THE BIRTH OF THE NEW ኢንና MR HANK: 
LING CIRCUS’ JOIN Ce THE FOOD AND DRINK, FRIENDS... መሣ 
ШАД ON HANK WHIRLING / i 


| I TOLD YOU TuS WAS A GREAT IDEA; N| | YOU MEAN MISS HARRISON ` 
SHERMAN...JUST LOOK AT THE | GOT THOSE MEN TO COME ረ 
GE WE BID STEVEN MVE! || F/ GIE HAS IMPORTANT 
| we M | | ENDS, Me, WHIRLING! 
D IF SHE 
EAT Ven 


BUT THEY WERE 
አ TEE" ይ ولب‎ 
GENT / 









LATE, AS THE CROWD WATCHES ‘ZACH ディ 
COLINO ON ZER, HIGH WIRE IT ML ፐ HAVE 
_ ۴ — | GOTTEN LOOSE : P É 






I MUST m 
SEEING SE ) 


STAND STILL L EVERYONE! 
DON'T ANYONE Move! / | 


Ж THOUSAND boLLARe 
W( Mk. SH SNAM 






HIGH ABOVE THE APENA,ZACH | Z] | ZACH SLIDES DOWN THE SLANTING 
COLINO SEES ል WAy TO НЕГР... E RELEASE ROPES cr AT THE NET 
wë : | | = ree J 


"POLL. IN A CAGE! SOME STLINT, WHIRLING... SCARING 

HOLD THE NET | EN... ENDANGERING LIVES SO 
DOWN / | YOU HIGH WIRE WALKER CAN COP 

THE FRONT PAGE HEADLINES ፣ | 
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| TUCKER'S RIGHT’ | LEAVE IT To 
THAT STUNT WAS / HANK WHIRLING 
A PHONY/ FIGURE 
መሥ” CHEAP PIECE OF 
BALLYHOO LIKE 
, THIS / 





| NOT F 













HELEN'S WOZDS HAVE THE | THANKS, MISS HARRISON... \NO...8UT | 
DESIRED EFFECT ‘BUT DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE J THS WAY NO ` 
THOSE GUYS WILL KIL ONE WILL CALL 


| | | THE STORY > / ITA TASTELESS | 
WELL _ SAID, , \ GUESS I WAS . m | ーーー ア PUBLICITY STUNT! 
Miss HARRISON: / WRONG! I'M | እ [ BY ASKING THEM 
سا‎ ው T | |... Ae | NOT TO PUBLISH 
| | | ^ THE STORY, 
f I GUARANTEED | 
ITLL BE IN PRINT? 


| YOU KNOW.. , THERE GOES A | FINALLY, THE WHIRLING CIRCUS STARTS 
SHARED WOMAN / POGOONED i ITS CROSS-COUNTRY TOUR... 
E IM NOT GLAD I SKS Sin 
HIRED HER / LT | | 


| IE WHIELING' ፎ 
ጋ = ! | | HOP TI | 
መ” ጋዕ AT THAT, MANT S SHORT-LIVED.. 
SOLD OUT AGAIN Z I'M GOING == WHAT IN TAN ATION e 
TO RUN THE EOPMAN | i =f THAT CONTEAPTIONZ 
2 \ BROTHERS RIGHT OUT mer | SHERMAN, DID YOU HAVE 
ሪረመኤ.. OF BUSINESS / ٣۲ ANYTHING TO DO WITH THIS = 





ል CANVAS | SAVE THE TALK | 
LO E: AND FI OO || Ag ME SOONER L 
| WILL SAVE US FOR AN TON | MADE DAY ር ú) 
À LOT OF COST 
LJN LABORERG, 
ME. WHIELING / 









THE NEXT EVENING, as THE CIECus WeAps| レ 
| UP FOR THE. NEXT MOVE. 


V ID Like YOulg OKAY Y cnEpMAN'S 
| A PLIBLI IT MACHINES 7 I 
Кере De z “OEE š 4 TOLD YOU ONCE 


| LOADERS... 







FIRE ALARM / | 


















ኣ 'ሎ 
Ne መ Û | Vows 




















እ THE BURNING HAY | 
WILL FALL ON THE 
| "ANIMAL TENT / 77 


ን SHERMANIS | EIRE T, 
"SHT THE H 0 A ど / 
£ MeEY7 መ 






KS FË 
INE C 








| HE BLAZING STACK OF HAY SWANS ` 


| DANGEROUSLY: T 


WE CAN'T GET Y THERE > MISHT BE 
THOSE ANIMALS | ONE CHANCE / 
OUT IN TIME 人 | 


HANK WHIRLING DRIVES THE JEEP E 


INTO THE BOARING INFERNO. 


NICE WORK, | THANK HEAVENS 
| Mz. WHIRLING?! ፈ YOU'RE NOT HURT! , 


WHAT lo | HANK/COME BACK 
| ЧЕ, go NG me TOO DANGEROUS ! 


E KNOCKED THE BURNING 


x ES AWAY FROM THE TENT! 


THIS IS THE END OF IT, SHERMAN! THE 


| WHOLE CIRCUS MIGHT HAVE GONE UP IN 


MES / TELL VOLIZ BANK I WANT OUT 


| OF THE DEAL. AND I WANT YOU OUT OF 
| THiS CIRCUS BY MORNING / 





“TELL МЕ, WHIRLING SAW THIS GUY 


| GER BLAMING THE WRONG MAN; | 
HANK.’ SOMEONE CUT THE BLADES | WHAT YOU SAW, BOYS, ‘WITH ል HACKSAW 
ON SHEZMAN'S MACHINE / | Ae ! ሙ- í FOOLIN' AROUND | 


WE DIDNIT KNOW | x LOOKED AT THE WHAT'D THIS | WE JUST SAW HIM FROM 
WHAT HE WAS MACHINE, HANK / MAN LOOK Likez / THE BACK, SI... HE 
DOING OR WE / THE FRICTION THAT | | RAN INTO THE SHADOWS 
WOULD HAVE STARTED THOSE | je m AND WE DIDN'T SEE HN 
TOLD SOMEONE’! ) SPARKS WAS UN | AGAIN! | 
S ; CAUSED BY THE 
| SAWED BLADES! | |! 


LOOKS LIKE BORMAN | | тм SORRY, 


| THINKS THERE ISN'T | SHERMAN- o 

LOOSE.. | BOOMON THE ROAD FOR I GUESS I 
NOW THIS! TWO CIECUSES / BORMAN WAS WRONG/ | 

PAYS HIGH FOP HIS DIET | | 

WORK... ONE OF HIS HIRED ۱ 

KILLERS COULD EE i 

TRAVELING WITH | LIS 

RIGHT NOW: 4 




















BUT IF BORMAN'S | TCOULD BE | PIM GLAD Youre 
HIRED SOMEONE / ANYONE,SHEPMAN/| | GOING TO STAY, 
TO DO THIS, ፈ ANYONE AT ALL | | EAND"”: I LIKE... 
: 5 MEAN, HANK 


WHO IS ITZ | | 
I چ‎ 28 | NEEDS À MAN 
LIKE YoU’ 4 





THANKS JEANNIE... | 
| I... I'M KIND OF FOND 












TROUBLE HITS THE WHieLINe zk NP 
| CIRCUS AGAIN, BUT THIS TIME NBN 
IT IS NO FAULT OF HIRED 


1 1 NC NN N WS d ` | A à V EN 
Ne AR e 



















| THE BORMAN BROTHERS ARE IN 

WE'RE FLOODED OUT OF | | FLORIDA...PERFECT WEATHER, AND 

PITTSBURGH AND WE WERE | | THEY'RE PLAYING TO RECORD 

| DUE THERE TOMORROW! || CROWDS! ጩ | -— 
| سک‎ | ይሸ CAN YOU TAKE SOME 


| , MORE BAD NEWS 7 | 


| WHAT'S THE / WORSE THAN I THOUGHT! | 
LATEST= : 





GO AHEAD/ | T RECEIVED ል WIRE 
T MIGHT Ae | FROM THE BANK 
WELL GET [T ነ THEY CAN'T GRANT 


AN EXTENSION ON THE 


ALL KT ONCE ! J Al 
" 』 LOAN PAYMENT ^ 


NO! TILL GVE THIS cecus 
AWAY BEFOREI SELL re 
THOSE SELL OUY7 = 
CANIT SELL OUT, 


BUT HOW CAN I MAKE THE PAVMENT 
WHEN IT DIDN'T EVEN COME INTO THE 
BOX OFFICE 2 WE'VE BEEN FLOODED 
OUT OF EVERY TOWN BETWEEN HERE . 
ALLAS ,,, AND MORE AHEAD / ue 


AND 
| BORMAN MADE АМ | 
| SEFER ጥያ BUY You 


THE ANCES ЧАМ... 
AND BAD CIRCUMSTANCES! IT SHOULD 


| TAKE ME AT LEAST FORTY-EIGHT HOURS? J 


“THEN TNE GOT 
TWO DAYS s ; 


OP LUCK, | THANKS! AND FOR 


| 6 
BETTEE OZ WORSE, 


IM GOING TO MAKE A | 
| N < таа AND 
GEIER IN CHARGE 


MIRACLE | SHERMAN! 


TM GETTING A PLANE To | | エ MEAN THAT 
WITH ALL MY / OF THE SHOW TILL 


NEW YORK AT OLI NEXT 
STOP/ IF THE wEATHEPIS 


HEART’ / GET BACK! TRY AND 
ACT LIKE You KNOW 


TOO ROUGH TO FLY, TILL | BS | ン à 
| ESSA WHAT YOL'RE DOING: 


‚ HIRE A SRD! 








w ay BA ARE MY EYES GOING يه‎ 
bina Bini coe QUE TN 3AD ዕፎ IS THAT اک‎ 
SAL WAY THIS RAIN! Looks | EANNIE UP THERE ? A 
HAS TO BE CANCELLED 
» AGAIN / 
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| / sdHHH/ THIS Is 











WHAT ON ттт Wis AWAY | 

EARTH ARE 从 MY SECRET? x EROM THE улу AN 

YO ロー “W [ው PR, CTICE WITH THE COLINOS! ነ 
ZACH SANS IM GOOD ENOUGH ho 
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FLYING HAS BECOME A sory OF 


HED DISOWN ME IF HE KNEW! BUT 1 HAVE | | 
CHALLENGE AND ል SYMEOL TO ME ! | 


ONE DAY TLL FLY BEFORE À REAL 


FLIER... A FAMOUS ONE... SHE DIED ! | 
IN A FALL FROM THE HIGH TPAPEZE/ | | AUDIENCE... JUST ONCE/ THEN 
سي‎ lrg p TRAPEZE: | | ILL BE READY TO SETTLE DOWN !/ 


/ BUT ITIE CRAZY, ` 
JEANNIE... YOU MIGHT 
GET HUET You 





١١١ ИГҮ,‏ دارفا د 
Tu day eR OC ERE‏ 













AS THE FORTY-EIGHT HOURS DRAW 
TO ል CLOSE, HANK WHIRLING RETURNS 
FROM HIS TRIP.» | i 


THEN YOU Do CAREJI wAs 
| WONDERING IF Youp EVER 
GET AOUNID TO LETTING 
7 ME ERNOW, ! pe 











I'VE GOT MY MIRACLE, | 
PANDY. WE'RE GOING - 
INTO ገን ሦ-ጮ። i — 







| ELIT WE'VE IF THE BANK FORE- THE BORMAN CiecUS GOES INTO 4 
SOT THE , CLOSED, THE TOUR MADISON SQUARE GARDEN IN SIX 
WHOLE Tour | WOULD BE CANCELLED WEEKS / IF WE JUMP INTO A CIRCUS - 
ALREADY /ANYWAY/ SOT | | HUNGRY NEW YORK FIERST, WE 
BOOKED. / CANCELLED IT MYSELF! COULD CLEAN UP/ WE CANIT GET 

a A WE'LL GRAB THAT ONE THE GARDEN, BUT 7 LINED UP A 
NIGHT STAND IN NIAGARA чын GOOD SPOT ' 
AND OPEN IN MANHATTAN | 
a TWO DAYS LATEE / ] | 





NOW'S YOUR CHANCE ፕዕ SHOW LIS WHAT T LAST MIGHT 
KIND OF A PUBLICITY AGENT YOU ARE, ORK همه‎ 
HELEN,’ I'M TOSSING IT INTO YOUR LAP! e WE HAD A 


SPEND THE WOZKS.. MAKE NEW YORK | | STUNT... 
_ DUR MIRACLE! NY | 













\{ om 


| اقا KA‏ 
h,‏ ته په 














| WHAT 2 I DIDN'T MEAN 
| CROSS THE | THÁT/1 WAS JUST 
| FALLS = / USING AN EXAMPLE 
a OF THE KIND OF 
مسر نه‎ | 


SHE'S RIGHT! WE NEED SOMETHING 
Bio! AN ATLANTIC SWIM.. A CLIMB DP 
THE EMPIRE STATE... MAYRE A AN 
AIRPLANE COVERING THE CITY WITH 

| TICKER- TAPE see 」 


“A WALK ACROSS 
_ NIAGARA FALLS.. 










ZACH SPEAKS TRULY., 
BLONDIN DID IT À 

HUNDRED YEARS AGO! | 
ZACH CAN DO IT, TOO / 1 


NO, ZACH / 
| THAT!S our! 
IUS TOO 

DANGEROUS | Lj 


WHY NOT Z BLONDIN DID IT! | 
TIS THE DREAM OF EVERY j 
WIRE WALKER / 





















THEN L DO fT ON MV OWN ; $ | 
WITHOUT YOUR PERMISSION l | 
| MAMA WILL BE PROUD OF ME... 
| | EVERYONE WILL BE PROUD rs 

IT IS SETTLED / 


| I CAN'T LET 
wou DO-IT, 
ZACH ! | 


WE OPEN IN NEW YORK BIG! 
| ALL THE WORLD WILL "TALK 
| OF ZACH COLINO AND ዕህፎ — 
| CIRCUS / : 













| THAT NIGHT, IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
BORMAN BROTHERS CIRCUS... 


SURE I SAW IT! IF THAT WIRE WALKER ٢. 
|| CROSSES THE FALLS, WHIRLING WILL HIT ` 
| NEW YORK ON THE BIGGEST WAVE OF 
| EXCITEMENT SINCE WASHINGTON 

| CROSSED THE DELAWARE: | | | 

К... ር WE'LL BE IN 


a NIAGARA AT 
| MIDNIGHT TOMORROW, 


ሚም” -1 






















` LATE THAT SAME NIGHT, THE - 
WHIRLING TRAINS SPEED THROUGH 
| | ТШЕ NIGHT, HEADING FOR NIAGARA 


| THAT TRAIN YOURE ON IS RUNNING 
1 IN TWO SECTIONS JUST LIKE ALWAYS / 
NOU KNOW WHAT TO DO! ^———— ea 











WI 


1111111171 









SUDDENLY, THE TAIN GIVES 


! аг : s | 1 0 : T | PIN IN 上 ec esas 
THE GREATEST! J WANTED TO ТЕУ AND | | — በርሽ — 
HE'LL MAKE IT? / PERSUADE MAMA SOMETHING'S WRONG! ነ 
プ COLINO TONIGHT, SUT | | WE'RE STOPPING / | 
SHE'S IN THE FORWARD | km ST 


SECTION WITH A SICK 
Ze 





GIRL, SALLY HOPPER... i 


PR P 
nmn 






|. BAD NEWS, MP, 





IPs LD AHEAD... 
LIGHTS ፡ rT...'T 


THE LITTLE ም SALLY vm 
..› AND... MAMA cot NO... | 


a SOMEBODY TAMDERED WITH 
THAT JOURNEY BOX. WHEEL) CAN N BE BA BACK 


TRACKS ARE OUT, Sie! GOT TO FIX 


‘EM FIEST/ TD SAY YOU FOLKS ARE | 


STUCK HERE THREE DAYS AT LEAST, 
| COULD GO BY THE ROAD BUT IT'S А 
GOOD TWENTY MILES OF MOLINTAIN 
TERRAIN / 
| WE HAVE TO MAKE 


ER / 


| NAGĦAN EVER MORE ٢ 
| dE 











WHIRLING ,. HAPPENED 
FIFTEEN MINUTES AGO 
ell JUST TALKED 
. TO THE ENGINEER... , 


p=: IT SEEMS Ter IT ልም 


| PERMESS THE ቁ” 一 


TRAIN WRECK se. | 
EOU GARS IN IN | 





| AND SHORTLY... سه‎ 
T HOW LONG 


J BEFORE 
THESE CAES 


ABOTAGE, ME. WHIRLING... 


DROPPED OFF AND 
3 TRACKS? | 


TWO THOLISAND YEARS AGO A GUY 
NAMED HANNIBAL CROSSED THE ALPS 
WITH THE HELP OF FORTY ELEPHANTS / 
WHEN IT COMES TO ELEPHANTS, WE'VE 
GOT HANNIBAL OLITNUMBERED / 

REKE CROSSING THA: T MOUNTAIN / 


LEAVING THE TRAIN, THE WHIRLING CIRCLS MOVES ON THROUGH THE 
APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN COLINTRY... A GAUDY, FANTASTIC PROCESSION THAT 
MOVES SLOWLY AND WITH SADNESS BECAUSE OF THE TRAGEDY IN ITS FAMILY.» 
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AND NOW...IN THE CENTER RING, __ 
THE GREATEST CIRCUS PERFORMER 


| OF ALL TIME...IT IS MY GREAT HONOR 
L TO PRESENT.. ZACH COLINO? ,_ 


| BUT THE NEXT DAV THE CIRCUS OPENS ON 
SCHEDULE IN NIAGARA... 


THE BIGGEST HOUSE | NOT ONLY TOO BIG, | 
| WE'VE EVER PLAYED | BUT TOO COSTLY! 
| TO... NOT AN EMPTY / TWO DEATHS ANDA | 
| SEAT ANY PLACE/ TRAIN WRECK ARE 

STILL THINK IT WAS N TOO MLICH TO PAY 
| TOO BIG ል GAMBLE Foe ANYTHING / 
| TO SWITCH THE TOLIEZ x sme 

E SMS | 
































Farre ET 


HOW IS HE, WHO KNOWS? HE HASN'T 
TOMMY ኞ SPOKEN A WORD.SINCE 
THINK HE'LL | SHE DIED/ FIRST TIME IN 
MAKE ITF / TEN YEARS HE'S 
با‎ ズ APPEARED IN À CIRCUS ; 
LUN WITHOLIT MAMA / た 


TO A CIRCUS PERFORMER , THERE'S 
| NO MEDICINE IN THE WORLD LIKE | 
THOSE CHEERS/I HOPE IT WORKS 
- ON ZACH... = WK 





| THERE IS AN ELECTRIC EXPECTANCY 
THE Al AS ZACH STARTS OUT 


ONTO THE HIGH WIRE. 


ZACH SHUDDERS., HIS HAND 
COMES TO HIS EYES... HE SWAYS 
AND THEN HE IS FALLING .. 


AP ING ሠ 


YOU HEAR ME, ZACH S 
YOU'RE YELLOW ! I 
DIDN'T ASK YOU TO 
| WALK THE FALLS... 
| YOu VOLINTEERED/ 


BUT... I COULD 
/ NEVER MAKE IT... 
TA iei دوو‎ a 





BUT THEN THE CROWD SENSES THAT 
= SOMETHING IS WeONG WITH THE GREAT 


COLINO 


... LANDING IN THE NET BELOW AS GASPS 
COME FROM THE AUDIENCE .. 
THATIS THE END OF IT, RANDY! 

NOT ONLY OF ዞዕዕፎ ZACH BUT OF 


NIAGARA FALLS., NEW YORK... AND 
THE WHIRLING CIRCUS’ UNLESS... 


SURE YOu ARE! YOU SAY THAT To | 
YOU'EE SUFFERING | ME AFTER A | 

| FROM “LOSS OF FRIENDSHIP OF 
f TWENTY YEARS... 


EX-KING AU MEAN. 
UTS THE PAPERS TOMORROW... 
YOURE AFRAID TO WALK THE FALLS.. 
BROTHER, YOLVE HAD IT} J 












DEAD ree 


ーー ニー AND ALL Youre 
EE 
y AMA WOULD SAY 
1 *ZACH'S YELLOW: アア me 


TOMORROW T'LL WALK YOUR FALLS! 
FOE MAMA, NOT FOR VOLI? IT MAY BE $ 
THE LAST TRICK IEVER TEV IFET ë) 
uL D,I'LL KILL ሮህ FOR WHAT : 

SAID TONIGHT / 7‏ نا 


WHEN THE STORY 
THAT 







BUT,..MAMA'S || | PANKEUPT: 


` EVERYBODY DIES! VOL.,.ME. 
„„ EVERYBODY? AT LEAST SHE'S 





,. MAMA 


SPARED THE SIGHT OF YOU “TURNING 
COWARD AND THE CIRCUS GOING 


OF ALL THE 
CHE AP, FILTHY 
TRICKS / 


`= ٢ 
BANKELIPT,,,2 J 













| T WASN'T NECESSARY/< I GUESS | VOLL DON'T UNDER- 
| EVERYONE COULD HEAR | ! A 4 |] STAN , HELEN... 
YOU HALE WAY ACROSS / WA 「TLI M SABU | 
THE LOT: ላ ' 


ZACH FALLING TONIGHT WAS Like 5:8 | MAD MITI To 
SOMEONE BEING IN A PLANE CRASH. IM OUT 
UNE GOT TO FLY AGAIN EIGHT AWAY, OVE NIAGARA 


ዕፎ YOU'LL Er FLY AGAIN. THAT'S , | FALLS JUST TO 
4 pes PEGAIN HIS 


NERVE Z THAT'S 

ል ፈሯያ/ YOU 7 

so Your CIRCUS 

WOLILD BE A HIT ١ | 
NEW YORK! YOURE VA 

DIETV; GRASPING.» 


WHY I “ፈጋ TO MAKE HIM MAD ! 


EVEN IF HE DIES TOMORROW, HELL lq 
DIE IN GLORY INSTEAD OF LIVING ] 
IN FAILURE / IF ZACH DOESN'T 


|| WALK NIAGARA He's DEAD ALREADY? 












HE NEXT DAY, AT THE NIAGARA FALLS.., | ZACH COLINO'S UP THERE, 

= - | — - لا‎ LADIES AND GENTLEMEN... 
kt, stipe ማየ a — THE CLIFF DROPS AWAY A FULL 

| TWO HUNDRED FEET. THAT WIRE Is 

| ል SIGHT TO SEE,.,MUST BE A THOUSAND 

. FEET OF IT. IT STRETCHES AWAY ACROSS THE | 

( RAPIDS.» WITH THE FALLS THUNDERING 

> ክመ DOWN BELOW... ; 
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A MOMENT LATER ZACH STARTS THE 
TERRIFYING WALK FROM THE AMERICAN 
SIDE... | 

| HAVE ል NICE | 
GOOD Luck, ү STROLL/ SEE | 
ZACH! J.A WOL|IN'CANADA l 


e 
MT ha 


HANK’, HELEN, AND HANS WAIT ON THE | | 
CANADIAN SIDE OF THE FALLS... 


| I THINK ZACHIS X OHH...I/M MORE 
| GETTING READY J NERVOUS THAN 
TO START... | | 


















ZACH MOVES OUT OVER THE YAWNING | 
CHASM... ADVANCING SLOWLY... 
BALANCING HIMSELF CA 


THIS IS IT / ZACH COLINO... THE GREATEST 
WIRE WALKER IN THE WORLD TODAY, ,., 
STEPPING OUT ONTO THE WIEE... THE FIRST 
TIME IN A HUNDRED YEARS ANYONE | 

HAS DAEED THE STLINT / — > 














BUT THEN, AS HE REACHES THE 
POINT OF NO RETURN... 


AND ል THE MOMENTS PASS, HE — 
CONTINUES HIS DANGEROUS JOURNEY 
ACROSS THE SWAYING WIRE... 






ONLY A LITTLE FARTHER... Y. 
1 MUST MAKE [ፐ,..ፓ MUST) 2 
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN ,,,THIS COULD BE || 
| SERIOUS... THE WIND IS BEGINNING TO PICK | 

| uP ^ COLINO IS HAVING ል HARD TIME KEEPING 

Je BALANCE... BUT. HE'S GOING ON... 1 










THE CROWD GOES WILD AS ЖАС! 7 179 i: 
| REACHES THE CANADIAN SDE OEH / — WE MADE IT! We NEW YORK — ነ 
THE FALLS... NT [ZA OH DON | HERE WE COME! 


| OWDIS IN AN UPROAR! THE 
omH ድር) FEAT OF ITS KIND | 

: HUNDRED YEARS.. ACHIEVED ውሃ 
ZACH COLINO; ONE OF HISTORY'S 

GREATEST DAREDEVILS , / , 


NOT FOR ۷٥٧٠٠٠ | ZACH YOU'RE WRONG 
FOR MY PALS ABOUT THIS! HANK 
WHO PUT THEIR / HAD ል REASON FOP 
MONE | N MAKING YOU WALK 


DEPEND ON IT FO ` 
THEME LIVING, | 


HE... REALLY DOESN'T UNDERSTAND, | 
| HANK! HE'S ALIVE AGAIN... BUT IT'S رو‎ 
| YOL WHO MADE IT POSSIBLE 7 , 


pea NIAGARA/ سب‎ 





| Tek ID WALK THE FALLS AND 


| ЖҮГҮР VE SAVED THE 
CIRCUS FOR ME, 


SURE HE HAD... ነ UM sorry E 
TO PUT HIMSELF | THAT YOU 

ON JOR ¢ OF Tia | FEEL THAT 
HEIS WAY HP THERE ko!" 
AGAN.. BECAUSE ۸ of 

» OF Me! d 


| T HOPE HE FINDS THE TRUTH 
| SOMEDAY... BUT RIGHT NOW, 
| WE'VE GOT WORK TODO,..IN A 
: NEW YORK / / 


TWO PAYS LATER , THE CIRCUS OPENS IN NEN YORK. 


^ STEP RIGHT IN, MY FRIENDS... 
THE BIGGEST SHOW ON EARTH... THE 

| FAMOUS WHIRLING CIRCUS... INCLUDING’ 
THE MAN YOU ALL WANT TO SEE... THE 
HERO OF THE SPECTUACULAR ACHIEVEMENT 


AT NIAGARA FALLS... ZACH COLINO, HIMSELF! | 


T EVEN 
መው N YOU HEARD A | T EXE 
WHAT? / ONIG | EE "ራ | | 
( МАМА PL ACE. ON T THE = 
HIGH TRAPEZE / TM  . 
GOINS TO N っ, 


RY 3 | AS 1 GET CR ብ ፖር — GENTLEMEN... 
i d 4 x RS CALLING UE qus 





AS THE SHOW GOES ON ል SHADOWY 
FIGURE MAKES A PHONE CALL sw 


ME. BORMAN. Y _ ABOUT TIME YOu 
CALLED 4 CAN'T YOL 


ITS ME... 
^a" DO SOMETHING? IF 
TONIGHT'S SHOW GOES: 
OVER, WHIRLING WILL HAVE | 
US SEAT FOR GOOD / 


| THE SHOW, Me, BORMAN, WILL COME | | “HERE'S GONNA BE AN ACCIDENT; 1 
TO ል SUDDEN AN UNHAPPY END IN | | ME. BORMAN.. А REAL E | 
JUST ABOLIT FIVE MINUTES FLAT! | | ACCIDENT.. A 2 


== : en: 一 一 一 一 PLEASURE TO PRESENT 
HEY, BOSS... THERE'S A POLICE ቺጫሔ | | THE STLINNING.., , THE 
LIELITENANT WANTING, TO SEE / SA | DEATH-DEFYING..»-+ THE 
YOU IN YOUR WAGON ፡ | OKAY: WOPLD FAMOUS 

x ーー SKEETER e) | FLYING CALINOS ,/ 












ZACH, JEANNIE, AND TOMMY BEGIN - 
TO PERFORM THE ACT T. 


7 AND DAT THAT SAME | MOMENT; IN ! D ረፍ 


| THIS WILL. BE A SHOCK TO YOL, ME. | 
WHIRLING , SUT ል E ሰጥን ee 3 CHECK 
SHOWED US WHO THE MAN.IS THAT | 
WRECKED THE TRAINS de MURDERER’S 
BEEN WITH YOu ALL ALONG | 








HIS NAME,SiE, | TOMMYZ.. HANK! | ] THERE'S NO TIME TO | 

IS TOMMY — /JEANNIE'S LIP THERE | BUT I DON'T Ñ EXPLAIN? WE'VE GOT 

.GOEDON/ A WITH HIM... ON THE HIGH | | UNDERSTAND? ነ TO STOP THEM! ` 
、 TRAPEZE / HOM, 2 : 


THE GROUP REACHES THE BIG TOP, BLT THE POA OF THE CEOWD AND THE 
SENI ٤٢ 255. BAND MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE Foe JEANNIE TO HEAR THEIR 


JEANNIE / 
DON'T FLY 
| DON'T DO IT 









SANN SWINGS GRACEFLILLY ON THE 
PEZ EADY TO egen THE 


. AND MAYBE THE LAST TIME .. 


HE MISSED HER . d 
SHE'S FALLING, 


‚ SHELL OVERS HOOT 
THE NET / Pp" a 


ZACH COLINO, SEEING JEANNIE DIVING 
HED DEATH, ALSO DIVES: WITH A 
| سل‎ WHICH IS STARTLI NO:: 





| DANGEROUS STUNT FOR THE FIRST... 








JEANNIE PLUMMETS 
BONN WARD: T 





APPLAUSE SWEEPS THE TENT AS THE NEAE FATAL ACCIDENT 
ee TO THE CROWD TO BE A REHEARSED “THRILL..- 











BEFORE HANK CAN STOP HIM ZACH 
SWINGS Š UP TOWARD THE тар ОР 


| ZACH/ mi JUST LEARNED -THAT 

TOMMY CAUSED THE WRECK THAT.. 

| RK ED MAMAT? HIS MISSING JEANNIE 
= NO ACCIDENT / : 上 











ፐ) “NO, ZACH! LET THE | 
A POLICE HANDLE I77 


H 






k 








BUT ZACH COLINO iS NOT TO BE RESTRAINED. TOMMY SEES THE REVENG 
HE C EES UP AFTER THE KILLER., PENNE IN 2; His. EYE been 
HE STEPS BACK... : 
«I THINK ZACH | ይ ርን... 


| KNOWS! I'VE GOT TO, 7 411 
ET OUT OF HERE / Ze. © 





BLIT HE STEPS TOO PA saa 


AJ/EEEE / | 


| LOOKS LIKE ME 
AND NUMBER IN HIS | POEMAN WILL NAVE A 
POCKET... JULES F QUESTIONS 
Lco (MADISON io ANSWER. / 

e 


WE FOLIND A NAME 


GOOD IDEA ! BY THE WA 

EEA COULD “TH w Av, MISS 

WHIRLING CIRCLIS INTEREST | 

YOL/ IN A NEW IRON-BOLIND ሥ T 

CONTRACT... FOR LIFE = ACCEPT, 
am ME. WHIRLING 

ass WITH 

PLEASURE? 4 





DON'T LOOK , Y— 
HELEN ! 4 


AND I JUST ۸ vour CS 

=|5ፐፎፎ A QUESTION, TOO; elt 

| HANK. AND SHE SAID "ves" ይ 
WE'RE GOING TO LIVE IN መር 

CONNECTICLIT/ — 

| | . 4 INE DECIDED 

I DON'T WANT | 
TO BE A'FINEB' 

AFTER ALL/ | 





A PLEDGE 


TO PARENTS 


The Dell Trademark is, aħd alwavs 
has been, a positive guarantee that 
the comic magazine bearing it con- 
tains only clean and wholesome 
entertainment. The Dell code elimi- 
nates entirelv, rather than regulates, 
objectionable material. That's why 
when your child buys a Dell Comic 
you can be sure it contains only good 
fun, “DELL COMICS ARE COOD COMICS" 
is our only credo and constant goal, 


CIRCUS CHOW 








| 





Circus men and women work hard and eat heartily. Meals, 


warmed on modern steam tables, are served under the 
canvas of the dining tent for performer and laborer alike. 





The circus kitchen operates on a tight 
sehedule. À special flag is raised on one of 
the tent poles when each meal is being 
served, but after it is lowered, nobody 
can get a bite to eat. 





kol 








Ponderous animals have ponderous appe- 
tites, and a large portion of circus food is 
hav. It must be kept on hand to feed horses, 
giraffes, camels, and elephants. 








The dining tent is the first one up after 
unloading begins in the early dawn of the 
circus dav. Breakfast is served immediate- 
Iv. Lunch is from eleven until twelve, and 
dinnertime is held from four-thirty to six. 














Fresh meat is also purchased to feed the 
big cats. A full-grown lion or tiger can 
consume fourteen pounds per day, while 
the smaller cats, such as leopards, eat less. 








BIG-TOP | 
BUFFOONERT 





Here come the clowns with their painted faces and color- 
ful costumes. Circus clowns spend many hours thinking 
up and trying out their gags. When thev appear under the 
big top, their pranks have been rehearsed to perfection. 








some routines, such as the clown fire de- 
partment and the clown band, require props 
and several participating clowns. These 
group acts are called production numbers. 








A 


People often wonder if the constant appli- 
cation of grease paint and make-up is hard 
on the complexion of a clown. It probably 
is not, as clowns get a facial beauty treat- 
ment every time their make-up is applied. 








The circus name for clown is “joey.” This 
term came from the nickname of Joseph 
Grimaldi, a theatrical clown of long ago, 
about whom Charles Dickens wrote a book. 


The circus “joey” may change his costume 
several times during the course of a per- 
formance, but he will never change his 
face because it is his own personal trade- 
mark. No other clown will copy 11. 


